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KIPP is a non-profi t network of college-
preparatory, public charter schools 
educating elementary, middle, and high 
school students. We have a 20-year 
track record of preparing students in 
educationally underserved communities 
for success in college and life.
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how we 
measure success 
The charts and graphs within provide 
answers to the Six Essential Questions 
we ask ourselves as a network of schools. 
We use this data to measure our progress, 
keep us focused as we grow, and—most 
importantly—help us keep the promises 
we make to our students and their families. 

Great education transforms lives. By partnering 
with KIPP, individuals and organizations are 
making a diff erence in the lives of nearly 
80,000 children across the country, proving 
what is possible in public education. 

KIPP.ORG/DONATE
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QUESTION 1  
ARE WE SERVING THE CHILDREN WHO NEED US?
A great education is the most proven path to a life full of opportunity. KIPP schools aim to  
educate students in underserved communities, including English language learners and students  
with special needs.

QUESTION 2  
ARE OUR STUDENTS STAYING WITH US?
We know that when a school is healthy, students want to  
return year after year. We are committed to creating schools 
where all students can thrive, and we closely track student 
attrition to ensure we’re keeping our students with us and 
meeting our mission. 

KIPP Serves Nearly 70,000 KIPPsters in 183 Schools Across the Country

receive  
special education 

services

10% 17%

are designated as  
English language  

learners (ELL)

are eligible for federal  
free or reduced-price  

lunch (FRPL)

88%

***

i want college 
to become a 
reality for 
every child 

in every 
community, 
just like it  

was for me.”
 

jay guzman,  
kipp dc teacher, 

kipp nyc alumnus

 

*This figure excludes the 68 schools that did not collect FRPL data because those schools  
are enrolled in the federal Community Eligibility Program (CEP), which qualifies  

100% of their students for free lunch through other federal programs.

**Some schools serve a much higher proportion of ELL students than do others given their location. 

of KIPP students returned in 2015
89%



QUESTION 3 
ARE OUR STUDENTS PROGRESSING AND  
ACHIEVEING ACADEMICALLY?
Our goal is to put our students on an academic trajectory toward college readiness.  We use a 
variety of tools to understand student achievement, and look closely at our results to ensure we’re 
fulfilling our promises to students and families. 
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took one or more AP tests took ACT or SAT
65% 98%

average 
ACT score

received a score  of 3 or higher on 
 at least one AP test

average 
SAT score

1939% 1382

 Advanced Placement (AP), ACT, and SAT Test   Results  
for KIPP High School Graduating Seniors

Percentage of Students On or Above Grade Level on MAP

Elementary School 4th Grade Exiting Performance in Spring ‘15 
Not all of our 4th graders took the MAP test four years ago as 

Kindergarteners. Therefore, we cannot show progress from  
Kindergarten to 4th grade in our National Results.

Middle School Cohort (Fall ‘11–Spring ‘15)   
Shows the class of 2019’s growth over four years of middle school. 
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Growth targets represent fall-to-spring growth based on NWEA’s MAP assessment.

This data excludes the 1% of KIPP students whose state test scores  
have not yet been released by Jacksonville (FL) and Tulsa (OK).   

These charts will be updated upon the states’ release of the data.
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SEE RESULTS BY CITY AT  
KIPP.ORG/RESULTS

QUESTION 6 
ARE WE BUILDING A  
SUSTAINABLE FINANCIAL MODEL?
Financial health is vital to ensuring our schools’ 
sustainability. Financially healthy KIPP schools and 
regions have stable revenue sources, manage expenses 
to support goals, have a strong balance sheet, and 
manage risk. In 2015, public funding per pupil ranged 
from $4,420–$16,300 depending on the community. 

QUESTION 5 
ARE WE BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE PEOPLE MODEL?
Educators are at the heart of KIPP. We are committed to investing in the people who join us,  
and making sure they have the supports they need to do their best work every day.

moved into a   
non-teaching position   
at KIPP or now teach  

at another KIPP school 

returned to their position  

7%

66%

 73%
of KIPP teachers  
returned in 2015

 

 
remained in the  
KIPP network  
in other roles

remained school leaders

5%

88%

93%
of KIPP school leaders  

returned in 2015

QUESTION 4 
ARE OUR ALUMNI CLIMBING THE MOUNTAIN 
TO AND THROUGH COLLEGE?
To meet our mission in preparing students to lead choice-filled lives, we follow the progress of our KIPP 
alumni, examining their rates of high school graduation, as well as college enrollment and completion.

*As of fall 2015,  
an additional 6% of KIPP alumni 

earned associate’s degrees.  

KIPP tracks its rates of high school 
graduation, college enrollment, and 
college graduation for all  students  

who either completed 8th grade at a 
KIPP middle school or graduated from 

a KIPP high school.  

Over 40% of Early KIPP Alumni Have Earned Four-year College Degrees
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KIPP public charter schools are part of the free public school system and enrollment  
is open to all students. We believe that great teachers and school leaders, a supportive 
learning environment, and an emphasis on both academics and character are the  
foundation for student success, and we strive to provide these for every child.
 
At KIPP, teachers, students, and families are all united toward the same goal—college  
and a choice-filled life. We believe that an excellent college-preparatory education will set 
students up for success in whatever life path they choose. Through collective hard work and 
commitment, KIPP students complete college at a rate that is above the national average for 
all students and four times higher than that of students from similar economic backgrounds.
 
While we are proud of our college completion rates, we aspire to something higher.  
We want KIPP students to complete college at rates that are similar to those of students 
from high-income families. To achieve this ambitious goal, we’re committed to sharing  
what we’ve learned, advocating for smart policy solutions, and providing more students  
with a world-class education that prepares them to lead choice-filled lives.

see our results by city at www.kipp.org/results


