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Defining Event 1
Benjamin Mays leaves Morehouse





Twenty-seven years of success and failure
May 30, 1967

• Thought he would be able to get financial support 
from Atlanta. “The Negro colleges in Atlanta are not 
considered part and parcel of the life of the 
community.”

• Felt school was too conservative: “I sometimes 
think we are allergic to change. We tend to be more 
tied to tradition and the past. Our danger lies in 
complacency, a disease that plagues all too many 
colleges.”



Twenty-seven years of success and failure

• On competition: “The future of Morehouse will 
depend upon the ability to ‘buy’ the intellectually 
talented students, just as many of the 
predominantly white institutions are able to do with 
finances given for that purpose.”



Defining Event 2
Create Deficit Narrative of Schools
Designed for The Common Good



Jencks and Riesman
“The American Negro College”

Harvard Educational Review



Jencks and Riesman
• “The Negro college of the 1950’s was usually 

an ill-financed, ill-staffed caricature of white 
higher education.”

• “What has been the case is that the great 
majority of Negro institutions stand near the 
tail end of the academic procession in terms 
of student aptitudes, faculty creativity, and 
intellectual and moral ferment.”



Jencks and Riesman (cont)
• “By almost any standard, these colleges are 

academic disaster areas. Underpaid as their 
faculty members usually are, many of them 
could not make as much elsewhere. Some, 
indeed, could not get any other academic job.”

• “Colleges such as these admit almost any high 
school graduate who will pay tuition, and 
graduate most of those who keep paying.”



Defining Event 3
Ronald Wilson Reagan Elected 

Governor of California





• Since Reagan’s 1967 speech, Berrett argues that the 
rhetoric swirling around higher education funding has 
influenced federal and state policy. “There’s been a 
documented drop in state higher ed appropriations… 
and really the rhetoric that Reagan deployed in 1967 
previewed some larger structural changes,” Berrett
said. One of those structural changes, Berrett said, is 
the fact that higher education started to be seen more 
as a private good instead of a public one. 



Freeloaders!
Tax Eaters!

Welfare Queens!
Deadbeats!





“Those kids don’t 
need college.”



"It’s not hard to figure out that 
when people say ‘those kids,’ 
it’s a euphemism for African-

American kids, Latino kids, 
Native American kids," Mr. 

Rhoades says. 



"White people my age are not 
going to vote to educate 

Hispanic kids or black kids.”
- Anthony Carnevale, 70

Georgetown University Center on Education 
and the Workforce



"All the great advances in 
education (Morrill Act to create 

land-grant colleges in 1862 and the 
GI Bill to educate veterans of World 
War II) have come when there was 

a strong white majority." 
- Anthony Carnevale









What Is The 
Common Good?



What Does It 
Look Like?



















I Did Say 4 Events, Right?
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